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The Reproduction and Protection of the Freshwater Pearl-Mussel (Margaritifera laevis HASS) :
(DISCES, Margaritiferidae) in Southern End of Japan
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Abstract: This paper describes the distribution of Margaritifera laevis in Geihoku-cho, which is considered
as the southern limit of its habitat. The breeding ecology of Margaritifera laevis is also explained. The
period of gestation and oviposition is presumed to occur during the early part of April, and the period of
release of the glochidium begins in mid-May or towards the end of May. Glochidia of Margaritifera laevis are
generally parasitic on the fish, Oncorhynchus masou masou (Sakuramasu) , a sub-species which spends all
its life in rivers contrast to Oncorhynchus masou ishikawae (Satsukimas) which migrates to the sea and
enters freshwater streams only for oviposition. The gills are the only parts attacked by the glochidia. The
glochidium remains parasitic for a period that lasts for about 2 months starting from the middle to the end
of May at the time of release of the glochidium, and continuing until the middle to the end of July. This
paper also refers to an outline of the potential habitat range of Margaritifera laevis living at the southern

limit of its area, and explains people’s activities for its protection.
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