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Investigation of Faeces of Mammals in Geihoku-cho, Hiroshima Prefecture
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Abstract: Faeces of middle- and large-sized mammals present in Geihoku-cho were sampled and analysed
from September 1992 to August 1993. Of 306 samples collected, 45.1 % came from martens, 24.8 % from
foxes, 3.6 % from monkeys, 2.3 % from hares, 1.6 % from bears, 1.0 % from weasels, 0.7 % from boars
and 20.9 % were unidentified. The mean frequency of faeces per 1 km was 1.32. Some of the animals
showed seasonal changes in their diet. Martens had eaten fruits and insects in autumn; fruits, mammals and
portions of grasses and trees in winter; mammals and insects in spring; and insects, mammals and fruits in
summer. Taking the year as a whole. 30.6 % of thier food consisted of insects, 26.8 % of mammals, and
24.5 % of fruits. Foxes had eaten insects, crops and fruits in autumn; mammals, kitchen refuse, and fruits
in winter; mammals and kitchen refuse in spring; and insects and mammals in summer. 22.2 %
(Twenty-two point two percent) of their food cosisted of insects, 21.8 % of mammals, 12.6 % of crops, 9.5
% of fruits and 7.5 % of kitchen refuse. Martens of had eaten nothing domestic; whereas, foxes showed high
dependency on artificial food including crops and kitchen refuse.
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