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Life Cycle of Red-Spotted Masu Trout (Oncorhynchus masou ishikawae Jordan et
McGregor) in Tarutoko-Lake, Geihoku-cho, Hiroshima Prefecture

Jun-ichi NAITO 1> and Tatushiro TAMURA =

1» Hiroshima Kan-on High School, Hiroshima 733 and
=» The Ota River Fishery Cooperative, Hiroshima 731-02

Abstract: The red-spotted masu trout in Geihoku-cho Marked Amago (a type of red-spotted masu trout
that spends its whole life in rivers) were released in the Shibaki-kawa river system (Yawata district of
Geihoku-cho) in November, 1994. Individuals with the same marks were then recaptured in October 1995,
at the same site. This suggests that the Amago spent around 11 months in Hijiri Lake, then returned to the
same river to breed. This indicates that Amago swim down to the Hijiri Lake, stay there for 11 months, and
then become a ‘river-lake’ type of red-spotted masu trout. The act of spawning takes place in their third
year just before ending their life. It is already known that the ‘river-lake’ type of red-spotted masu trout
has alongevity of two full years, as is the case for the catadromous red-spotted masu trouts inhabiting the
Ohta river system which have the habit of travelling down the river to the Seto inland sea.
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