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Designation of Quasi-national Park and Vegetation Changé
in the Sandankyo Gorge, Hiroshima Prefecture

Kuniaki OTAKE and Nobukazu NAKAGOSHI
Faculty of Integrated Arts and Sciences, Hiroshima University, Higashi-Hiroshima 739-8521

Abstract: The status of the vegetation in the Sandankyo Gorge area at the present time was
compared with that recorded about 40 years ago. This confirmed that the original native
vegetation comprising the Aucubo-Quercetum salicinae, Polysticho-Aesculetum turbinatae and Illici-
Tsugetum sieboldii associations, was still present on the lower slope of the Sandankyo special
protection zone in Nishi Chugoku Sanchi Quasi-national Park. In contrast, in the special zones, a
large area of the ridges of Mt. Uchiguro (1,050m as.l.), Mt. Moyai (1,066m as.1.) and others,
had been widely converted to plantations of Crypiomeria japonica and Chamaecyparis obtusa. Young
secondary forests including Quercetum wvariabili-serratae and Castaneo-Quercetum crispulae, had
spread into this area from the abandoned plantation, and become well established. On the lower
slope of the special protection zone, some plantations which had shown no natural regeneration
were also observed. Vegetation change in the special zones seemed to have caused no effect on the
original native vegetation in the special protection zone.
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