FE D ERE Natural History of Nishi- Chugokn Mountains 4 : 79~93 (1999)

LEREEBICH T D 2D FRANEDRES
P KRB TED M T - M B
VO BRI BBEEEER - AT RERARE - o KRN RS

Notes on the Takachiho-snake (Achalinus spinalis Peters, 1869)
in western Hiroshima Prefecture

Jun-ichi NAITO ", Ryuji YANO ', Jun HATASE*’ and Yuuichi HARAKON ¥’

" 2 Hiroshima Kan-on High School, Hiroshima 733-0034,
%) Asa Zoological Park, Hiroshima 731-3355 and
* Motomachi High School, Hiroshima 730-0006

Abstract: Six snakes were captured at Yoshimizaka in Geihoku-cho, Hiate in Miwa-cho, Mushiki-
no-toge and Inoshiyama in Togouchi-cho, Nakatsudani in Yoshiwa-mura, and Kabe-Obayashi in
Hiroshima City. The environment occupied was surveyed, and the size and degree of maturity of
the snakes were measured. One caught at Mushiki-no-toge in Togouchi-cho was 220 mm in length,
and possessed 7 eggs in the ovary. This suggested that maturation of the female begins at a length
of around 220 mm, and that eggs are retained in the ovary for more than 1 year before spawning.
Taking the existing report on Achalinus spinalis Peters into consideration, the findings of this
study increased the number of known localities in Hiroshima Prefecture to 21, adding 6 newly
identified places.
© 1999 Geihoku-cho Board of Education. All rights reserved.
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